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The New York City Department of Education
2022 Specialized High School Admissions Test

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

Student Name:

Identifying Information
Turn to Side 1 of the answer sheet.

Notify the proctor immediately if you are ill or should not be taking this test. Do not sign the
statement or begin the test. Return your answer sheet to the proctor.

Line 1: Read the statement and sign your name in the space following the word “signature.” Do not print your
name.

Line 2: Print today's date, using the numbers of the month, the day, and the year.

Line 3: Print your birth date with the number of the month first, then the number of the day, then the last
two digits of the year. For example, a birth date of March 1, 2005, would be 3-1-05.

Grid 4: Print the letters of your first name, or as many as will fit, in the boxes. Write your name exactly as you
did on the application. If you have a middle initial, print it in the box labeled "MI1.” Then print the letters of your
last name, or as much as will fit, in the boxes provided. Below each box, fill in the circle that contains the same
letter as the box. If there is a space or a hyphen in your name, fill in the circle under the appropriate blank or
hyphen.

Make dark marks that completely fill the circles. If you change a mark, be sure to erase the first mark
completely.

Grid 5:
1. Print the name of the school where you are now enrolled in the space at the top of the grid.

2. In the boxes marked "SCHOOL CODE,” print the six-digit code that identifies your school and fill in the circle
under the corresponding number or letter for each digit of the school code. (You can find your school code on
your Test Ticket. If it is not there, tell the proctor, and the proctor will get the school code for you.)

3. If you attend a private or parochial schoal, fill in the circle marked “P.”

Grid 6: Complete the grid with your date of birth. Print the first three letters of the month in the first box, the
number of the day in the next box, and the year in the last box. Then fill in the corresponding circles.

Grid 7: Print your student ID number in Grid 7. You can find your student ID number on your Test Ticket. In the
boxes, print your nine-digit student ID number. Below each box, fill in the circle containing the same number as
in the box.

Grid 8: In most cases, Grid 8 is already filled in for you. If it is not, copy the letter and numbers shown in the
upper-right corner of your test booklet into the boxes. Below each box, fill in the circle containing the same letter
or number as the box.

Now review Side 1 to make sure you have completed all lines and grids correctly. Review each column to see that
the filled-in circles correspond to the letters or numbers in the boxes above them.

Turn your answer sheet to Side 2. Print your test booklet letter and numbers, and your name, first name first, in
the spaces provided.

DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET
UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO 50.

TURN YOUR BOOKLET OVER TO THE BACK COVER.
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GENERAL DIRECTIONS, continued

Marking Your Answers

Mark each of your answers on the answer sheet in the row of circles corresponding to the question number printed
in the test booklet. Use only a Number 2 pencil. If you change an answer, be sure to erase it completely. Be
careful to avoid making any stray pencil marks on your answer sheet. Each question has only one correct answer.
If you mark more than one circle in any answer row, that question will be scored as incorrect.

SAMPLE ANSWER MARKS
® ® © @ RIGHT
@ ® © [© WRONG
® )& © © wrong
® ® €@ ®© WRONG

® ® @ @ WRONG

You can use your test booklet or the provided scrap paper to take notes or solve questions; however, your answers
must be recorded on the answer sheet in order to be counted. You will not be able to mark your answers on
the answer sheet after time is up, and answers left in the test booklet will not be scored.

DO NOT MAKE ANY MARKS ON YOUR ANSWER SHEET OTHER THAN FILLING IN YOUR ANSWER CHOICES.

Planning Your Time

You have 180 minutes to complete the entire test. How you allot the time between the English Language
Arts and Mathematics sections is up to you. If you begin with the English Language Arts section, you may go
on to the Mathematics section as soon as you are ready. Likewise, if you begin with the Mathematics section, you
may go on to the English Language Arts section as soon as you are ready. If you complete the test before the
allotted time (180 minutes) is over, you may go back to review guestions in either section.

Be sure to read the directions for each section carefully. Each question has only one correct answer. Choose the
best answer for each question. When you finish a question, go on to the next, until you have completed the last
question. Your score is determined by the number of questions you answer correctly. Answer every question,
even if you may not be certain which answer is correct. Don't spend too much time on a difficult question.
Come back to it later if you have time. If time remains, you should check your answers.

Students must stay for the entire test session.
DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO
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PART 1 — ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

57 QUESTIONS

REVISING/EDITING
QUESTIONS 1-10 (PART A AND PART B)

REVISING/EDITING PART A

DIRECTIONS: Read and answer the following questions. You will be asked to recognize and correct
errors so that the sentences or short paragraphs follow the conventions of standard written English.
You may write in your test booklet as needed to take notes. You should reread relevant parts of the
sentences or paragraphs, while being mindful of time, before marking the best answer for each
question.

1. Read these sentences.

(1) Flyby missions near Jupiter have been happening since 1973,

(2) Flyby missions allow scientists to collect data about Jupiter and its moons.

What is the best way to combine the sentences to clarify the relationship between the ideas?
A. While flyby missions near Jupiter have been happening since 1973, scientists collect data
about the planet and its moons.

B. Although there have been flyby missions near Jupiter since 1973, they have allowed
scientists to collect data about the planet and its moons.

C. Flyby missions near Jupiter, which allow scientists to collect data about the planet and its
moons, have been happening since 1973.

D. Flyby missions have been happening near Jupiter, but scientists have been collecting data
about the planet and its moons since 1973.
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2. Which sentence contains an error in its construction and should be revised?

(1) In 1976, the National Basketball Association (NBA) absorbed several teams of the
American Basketball Association (ABA), including the New York Nets, who played in the Long
Island area at the time. (2) The owner of the Nets decided to take the team to New Jersey
after the team had financial troubles, where the team played for thirty-five seasons. (3) The
New Jersey Nets had sixteen playoff appearances, including two appearances in the NBA
finals. (4) In 2012, the team changed ownership and returned to New York, where the team
now plays under the name the Brooklyn Nets.

sentence 1
sentence 2
sentence 3

T e mm

. sentence 4

3. How should the paragraph be revised?

(1) Danielle spent several hours preparing for an upcoming audition for a play at the
community theater. (2) First she did vocal exercises to practice her diction and projection so
that her words would carry clearly throughout the large auditorium. (3) Then she studies the
text of the monologue to better understand the emotions, and motivations of the character
she plans to portray. (4) Finally she recited her monologue in front of a mirror many times,
making slight adjustments and improvements to her performance each time.

A. Sentence 1: Change spent to had spent, AND insert a comma after play.
B. Sentence 2: Change did to does, AND insert a comma after projection.
C. Sentence 3: Change studies to studied, AND delete the comma after emotions.

D. Sentence 4: Change recited to recites, AND delete the comma after times.
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4, Which pair of revisions needs to be made in this paragraph?

(1) Both Italian gelato and American ice cream are delightful treats to have on a hot summer
day, but many people wonder: what is the difference between the two? (2) To start with, the
butterfat content is much higher in ice cream than it is in gelato, making the Italian treat a
wiser decision for people looking to make healthier choices. (3) Additionally, the mixing
process, which adds less air to the frozen treat, makes gelato denser than ice cream.

(4) Finally, gelato is served 10 to 15 degrees warmer than ice cream, which enhances the
texture and flavor of the gelato, and allow it to melt more quickly.

Sentence 1: Delete the colon after wonder AND change is to are.
Sentence 2: Delete the comma after with AND change it is to they are.

Sentence 3: Delete the comma after process AND change makes to make.

T O mm

Sentence 4: Delete the comma after gelato AND change allow to allows.
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REVISING/EDITING PART B

DIRECTIONS: Read the text below and answer the questions following it. You will be asked to
improve the writing quality of the text and to correct errors so that the text follows the conventions of
standard written English. You should reread relevant parts of the text, while being mindful of time,
before marking the best answer for each question.

Martial Arts for the Mind and Body

(1) The martial arts blend a series of physical movements with strategic mental discipline so that
practitioners can defend themselves, physically defeat an opponent, or both. (2) Historians are
unsure of exactly when and where martial arts were first used. (3) Martial arts have been practiced
by several different societies for many centuries. (4) Martial arts such as karate, kung fu, tae kwon
do, and judo are still taught and practiced as methods of self-defense, but they offer students more
than that. (5) The study of martial arts can provide students with a way to enhance their mental
discipline as well as their physical fitness.

(6) Discipline, focus, and respect are important qualities for everyone to have. (7) However, for
most people these qualities are not innate; they must be learned and practiced. (8) The study of
martial arts can provide an opportunity to develop these skills. (9) Students are rewarded for their
dedication by passing tests and advancing to higher levels. (10) For example, in a typical tae kwon
do class, students learn discipline by diligently practicing moves, improve focus by listening
carefully, and demonstrate respect by bowing to the instructor and following directions.

(11) For teenagers, martial arts classes provide a safe and structured environment for gaining
physical skills, building confidence, and enjoying a sense of community. (12) A lot of teens go
through hard situations as they try to do well in school and in life. (13) A karate class can provide
teens with a physical outlet for stress while also challenging them mentally. (14) Participating in a
martial arts program also helps children and teens focus on self-improvement rather than on
competition. (15) Progressing through levels of achievement involves mastering more physically
demanding techniques. (16) It requires students to take responsibility and be accountable for
achieving set goals. (17) Students gain confidence and experience companionship with other
students who are progressing through the ranks.

(18) Adults who practice martial arts can experience many of the same benefits that younger people
do, but perhaps the greatest of these is health and fitness. (19) Adult martial arts students often
see changes in their body within weeks of beginning a program.

(20) For people interested in studying a martial art, there are many ways to learn and practice.
(21) In addition to private studios, community recreation centers often offer low-cost or free martial
arts classes. (22) There are even online videos that introduce students to the basic concepts.

(23) People should study martial arts.
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5. What is the best way to combine sentences 2 and 3?
A. Historians, who are unsure of exactly when and where martial arts were first used, know that
martial arts have been practiced by several different societies for many centuries.

B. While historians are unsure of exactly when and where martial arts were first used, they do
know that martial arts have been practiced by several different societies for many centuries.

C. Because historians know that martial arts have been practiced by several different societies
for many centuries, they are unsure of exactly when and where martial arts were first used.

D. Martial arts have been practiced by several different societies for many centuries, and
historians are unsure of exactly when and where martial arts were first used.

6. Where should sentence 10 be moved to improve the organization of the second paragraph
(sentences 6-10)7?
E. to the beginning of the paragraph (before sentence 6)
F. between sentences 6 and 7
G. between sentences 7 and 8
H. between sentences 8 and 9

7. Which revision of sentence 12 best maintains the formal style established in the passage?

A. A lot of teens have to put up with difficult things while trying to do well in school and in life.

B. Many teenagers deal with tough situations as they try to stay on top of their studies and do
well in life.

C. Many teenagers encounter challenges as they work to succeed both academically
and personally.

D. A lot of teens face problems as they work to keep up with their schoolwork and find
personal success,

8. Which transitional phrase should be added to the beginning of sentence 17?

Over time
In fact
Even so

T O mm

For instance
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READING COMPREHENSION
QUESTIONS 11-57

DIRECTIONS: Read each of the following six texts, and answer the related questions. You may write
in your test booklet as needed to take notes. You should reread relevant parts of each text, while
being mindful of time, before marking the best answer for each question. Base your answers only on
the content within the text.

CONTINUE TO THE NEXT PAGE »
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Wolves of the Sea

1 The cool and misty landscape of the Great Bear Rainforest can be found along the coast of British
Columbia, Canada, and its nearby islands, from Vancouver Island to the Alaskan border. Within
this protected area, wolves roam the forests, islands, and beaches. When biologist Chris Darimont
began to study these wolves, he wanted to confer with local First Nations groups, as aboriginal
Canadians are known, in order to learn what they knew about these wolves. He spoke with
Chester Starr, an elder of the Heiltsuk Nation that has occupied the Great Bear Rainforest for
thousands of years. What Starr had to say about the wolves changed Darimont’s perception of
the animals.

2 Starr asked Darimont which wolves he and his team were going to study—the timber wolves
(mainland wolves) or the coastal wolves on the islands. The guestion took Darimont by surprise.
Biologists had always believed that the wolves that are sometimes spotted swimming between
islands and eating salmon are the same wolves that live on the mainland. Darimont was intrigued
by Starr’s classification of the wolves as two different groups. At first, he was hesitant to accept
the idea. The distances between the mainland and the islands are small, less than a mile. Why
would the wolves on the islands be any different from the wolves on the mainland? To find out,
Darimont and his research team studied the wolves on the islands and in the densely forested
territory of the Great Bear Rainforest for ten years.

3 Throughout the study, Darimont recorded several significant, observable differences between the
“sea wolves,” as they are nicknamed, and the mainland wolves. Compared with the mainland
wolves, the sea wolves are smaller in size and are strong swimmers. In 1996 sea wolves were
spotted on an island nearly eight miles from any other land formation. While mainland wolves
almost exclusively eat meat, such as deer and elk, and teach their young to hunt for land animals,
sea wolves get as much as 90 percent of their nutrition from the sea and teach their young to dig
for clams and to catch fish. Sea wolves regularly swim between islands and have been known to
sneak up on a seal sunning itself on a rock and make a leaping attack from the water. Some
salmon-eating mainland wolves come and go from the islands with the fish-spawning season, but
the sea wolves are full-time island residents. Darimont suspects that some sea wolves live their
entire life on the islands.

4 The sea wolves displayed not only physical and behavioral differences but also genetic variations
from the mainland wolves. After collecting and analyzing the DNA in 800 samples of gray fur and
wolf waste, researchers could produce hard biological evidence that sea wolves had genetic
markers that made them distinct from the mainland wolves. A genetic marker is a variation in a
DNA sequence that can be used to identify individuals or a species because it is passed down to
offspring. Darimont hypothesizes that a change in habitat led to the eventual genetic differences
between sea wolves and mainland wolves. Many years ago, loss of habitat and food sources
forced some mainland wolves out to the islands. They learned to eat everything from kelp and fish
eggs to the remains of sea creatures that washed up on the beach. Wolves living on the islands
and mainland wolves became more isolated and rarely mated with each other. Over time the two
types of wolves became more distinct.

5 It turned out that Chester Starr was right all along. “It sounded totally bizarre at first,” admits
Darimont, “that there could be two versions of the species.” But he now realizes that this
skepticism “definitely reflected my ignorance of indigenous knowledge at the time.” Learning to
trust the wisdom of the Heiltsuk people opened Darimont up to knowledge accumulated over
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14. The author uses the word “admits” in paragraph 5 most likely to

E. note that Darimont’s genetic research verified a theory based solely on field observations.

F. imply that Darimont’s study was disappointing because the conclusion that he reached was
not original.

G. emphasize that Darimont’s study ultimately confirmed an idea that he had initially doubted.

H. highlight that Darimont’s results led him to draw a conclusion from his research that his team
did not agree with.

15. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that sea wolves had successfully
adapted to living on the islands?

A. “"While mainland wolves almost exclusively eat meat, such as deer and elk, and teach their
young to hunt for land animals, sea wolves get as much as 90 percent of their nutrition from
the sea and teach their young to dig for clams and to catch fish.” (paragraph 3)

B. "Sea wolves regularly swim between islands and have been known to sneak up on a seal
sunning itself on a rock and make a leaping attack from the water.” (paragraph 3)

C. “Darimont suspects that some sea wolves live their entire life on the islands.” (paragraph 3)

D. "Darimont hypothesizes that a change in habitat led to the eventual genetic differences
between sea wolves and mainland wolves.” (paragraph 4)

16. How did a change in habitat most affect the wolf population of the Great Bear Rainforest
over time?

E. It caused some of the wolves to learn new hunting techniques in order to catch increasingly
scarce prey.

F. It caused the wolves to form smaller packs and eventually separate, establishing distinct
territories.

G. It caused some of the wolves to gradually become a new, genetically distinct species as they
adapted behaviorally.

H. It caused the wolves to adapt their diet as different food sources became available in
the area.
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In 1903 brothers Wilbur and Orville Wright conducted various experiments related to flying
machines. These experiments would eventually lead to air travel becoming a reliable form of
transportation.

Excerpt from “"How We Made the First Flight”

by Orville Wright

1 During the night of December 16, 1903, a strong cold wind blew from the north. When we arose
on the morning of the 17th, the puddles of water, which had been standing about camp since the
recent rains, were covered with ice. The wind had a velocity of 10 to 12 meters per second (22 to
27 miles an hour). We thought it would die down before long, and so remained indoors the early
part of the morning. But when ten o’clock arrived, and the wind was as brisk as ever, we decided
that we had better get the machine out and attempt a flight. We hung out the signal for the men
of the Life Saving Station.! We thought that by facing the flyer into a strong wind, there ought to
be no trouble in launching it from the level ground about camp. We realized the difficulties of
flying in so high a wind, but estimated that the added dangers in flight would be partly
compensated for by the slower speed in landing.

Final Preparations

2 We laid the track on a smooth stretch of ground about one hundred feet north of the new building.
The biting cold wind made work difficult, and we had to warm up frequently in our living room,
where we had a good fire in an improvised stove made of a large carbide? can. By the time all
was ready, J. T. Daniels, W. S. Dough and A. D. Etheridge, members of the Kill Devil® Life Saving
Station; W. C. Brinkley of Manteo, and Johnny Moore, a boy from Nags Head,4 had arrived.

3 We had a “"Richard” hand anemometer with which we measured the velocity of the wind.
Measurements made just before starting the first flight showed velocities of 11 to 12 meters per
second, or 24 to 27 miles per hour. . . .

Audacity—and Calculation

4 Wilbur having used his turn in the unsuccessful attempt on the 14th, the right to the first trial now
belonged to me. After running the motor a few minutes to heat it up, I released the wire that held
the machine to the track, and the machine started forward in the wind. Wilbur ran at the side of
the machine, holding the wing to balance it on the track. Unlike the start on the 14th, made in a
calm, the machine, facing a 27-mile wind, started very slowly. Wilbur was able to stay with it till it
lifted from the track after a forty-foot run. One of the Life Saving men snapped the camera for us,
taking a picture just as the machine had reached the end of the track and had risen to a height of
about two feet. The slow forward speed of the machine over the ground is clearly shown in the
picture by Wilbur's attitude. He stayed along beside the machine without any effort.

1L ife Saving Station: one of the rescue stations along the Atlantic coastline that provided
assistance to mariners in distress

2carbide: a very hard material composed of carbon and other heavy metals
3Kill Devil: the town of Kill Devil Hills in eastern North Carolina

4Nags Head: a town in eastern North Carolina
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Flight

5 The course of the flight up and down was exceedingly erratic, partly due to the irregularity of the
air, and partly to lack of experience in handling this machine. The control of the front rudder was
difficult on account of its being balanced too near the center. This gave it a tendency to turn itself
when started; so that it turned too far on one side and then too far on the other. As a result the
machine would rise suddenly to about ten feet, and then as suddenly dart for the ground. A
sudden dart when a little over a hundred feet from the end of the track, or a little over 120 feet
from the point at which it rose into the air, ended the flight. As the velocity of the wind was over
35 feet per second and the speed of the machine over the ground against this wind ten feet per
second, the speed of the machine relative to the air was over 45 feet per second, and the length
of the flight was equivalent to a flight of 540 feet made in calm air. This flight lasted only
12 seconds, but it was nevertheless the first in the history of the world in which a machine
carrying a man had raised itself by its own power into the air in full flight, had sailed forward
without reduction of speed and had finally landed at a point as high as that from which it started.

From “How We Made the First Flight” by Orville Wright—Public Domain/Federal Aviation
Administration

17. How does paragraph 1 introduce the idea that the Wright brothers knew that their flight attempt
was risky?

A. through the mention of a signal to notify lifesaving experts that the flight attempt was about
to begin

B. by providing specific details about the speed of the wind and the Wright brothers’ response to
the windy conditions

C. by suggesting that a slower landing would be necessary at the end of the flight in order to
maintain safety

D. through the indication that the Wright brothers waited indoors for most of the morning
because of the poor weather
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18. Read this sentence from paragraph 4.

Wilbur having used his turn in the unsuccessful attempt on the 14th, the right to
the first trial now belonged to me.

The sentence contributes to the development of ideas in the excerpt by

E. demonstrating the challenge of the extreme winter conditions during the flight.
F. revealing how many tries it took for Wilbur Wright to finally get the machine to take flight.

G. demonstrating that both Orville and Wilbur Wright were eager to pilot what could potentially
be the first flight.

H. suggesting a sense that both brothers felt confident they would soon succeed in completing
the first flight.

19. The photograph mentioned in paragraph 4 is significant because it

A. documents that the machine rose into the air as soon as the tethering wire was released.
B. provides proof of the critical moment the machine took flight.

C. documents that the wind reduced the speed of the plane at the start of the flight.

D. provides proof that the pilot had to gradually increase the height of the plane in the air.

20. How do the details in paragraph 5 about the uneven nature of the flight convey a central idea of
the excerpt?

E. by explaining how the flawed design of the machine caused it to turn unpredictably in the air
and brought the first flight by a person to an abrupt end

F. by indicating that the difficulty in controlling the flight was caused by the rudimentary
instruments of the machine and the inexperience of the pilot

G. by explaining how the pilot and the plane overcame adverse conditions in order to complete
the first piloted flight

H. by indicating that the gradual change in wind velocity created an extreme environment in
which to maneuver the plane and maintain its flight
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24. Which sentence from the excerpt best supports the idea that the Wright brothers had to adapt
their plans for the flight in order to accommodate the weather conditions?

E. "When we arose on the morning of the 17th, the puddles of water, which had been standing
about camp since the recent rains, were covered with ice.” (paragraph 1)

F. “We realized the difficulties of flying in so high a wind, but estimated that the added dangers
in flight would be partly compensated for by the slower speed in landing.” (paragraph 1)

G. “After running the motor a few minutes to heat it up, I released the wire that held the
machine to the track, and the machine started forward in the wind.” (paragraph 4)

H. “The course of the flight up and down was exceedingly erratic, partly due to the irregularity
of the air, and partly to lack of experience in handling this machine.” (paragraph 5)

25. The use of chronological structure contributes to the development of ideas in the excerpt by
A. outlining the actions that the Wright brothers took to prepare for and successfully complete
the first flight.

B. identifying the primary factors that allowed the Wright brothers to overcome obstacles and
achieve the first flight.

C. showing how the Wright brothers applied lessons learned from their previous flight attempts
to accomplish the first flight.

D. demonstrating how the Wright brothers analyzed the impact of wind velocity to identify the
ideal conditions for the first flight.
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In this excerpt, published in 1914, author and professor Dallas Lore Sharp describes a summer
cattle roundup in Oregon. The heat and dust had been relentless for three days. The cowboys
were exhausted, and the cattle were restless. The ranch boss, Wade, had led the drive to a
watering place, only to find it empty.

Excerpt from “The Spirit of the Herd”

by Dallas Lore Sharp

1 Along with the wagon had come the fresh horses—one of them being Peroxide Jim, a supple,
powerful, clean-limbed buckskin, a horse, I think, that had as fine and intelligent an animal-face
as any creature I ever saw. Wade had been saving this horse for emergency work. And why
should he not have been saved fresh for just such a need as this? Are there not superior horses as
well as superior men—a Peroxide Jim to complement a Wade?

2 The horse knew the cattle business and knew his rider perfectly; and though there was nothing
like sentiment about the boss of the P Ranch riders, his faith in Peroxide Jim was complete. . . .

3 The desert, where the herd was camped, was one of the highest of a series of tablelands,! or
benches; it lay as level as a floor, rimmed by sheer rock, from which there was a drop to the
bench of sage below. The herd when overtaken by the dusk had been headed for a pass
descending to the next lower bench, but was now halted within a mile of the rim rock on the east,
where there was a perpendicular fall of about three hundred feet. . . .

4 [In the taut silence of the stirless desert night, with the tension of the herd at the snapping-point,
any quick, unwonted sight or sound would stampede them. The sneezing of a horse, the flare of a
match, would be enough to send the whole four thousand headlong—blind, frenzied,
trampling—till spent and scattered over the plain.

5 And so, as he rode, Wade began to sing. The rider ahead of him took up the air and passed it on
until, above the stepping stir of the hoofs rose the faint voices of the men, and all the herd was
bound about by the slow plaintive measures of some old song. It was not to soothe their savage
breasts that the riders sang to the cattle, but rather to preempt the dreaded silence, to relieve the
tension, and so to prevent the shock of any sudden startling noise.

6 So they sang and rode and the night wore on to one o’clock, when Wade, coming up on the rim-
rock side, felt a cool breeze fan his face, and caught a breath of fresh, moist wind with the taste
of water in it.

7 He checked his horse instantly, listening as the wind swept past him over the cattle. But they
must already have smelled it, for they had ceased their milling, the whole herd standing
motionless, the indistinct forms close to him in the dark showing their bald faces lifted to drink the
sweet wet breath that came over the rim. Then they started on again, but faster, and with a
rumbling now from their hoarse throats that tightened Wade’s grip on the reins.

8 The sound seemed to come out of the earth, a low, rumbling mumble, as dark as the night and as
wide as the plain, a thick, inarticulate bellow that stood every rider stiff in his stirrpups. . . .

ltablelands: plateaus, flat areas of land sharply elevated from the surrounding arda
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9 Then the breeze caught the dust and carried it back from the gray-coated, ghostly shapes, and
Wade saw that the animals were still moving in a circle. He must keep them going. He touched his
horse to ride on with them, when across the black sky flashed a vivid streak of lightning.

10 There was a snort from the steers, a quick clap of horns and hoofs from far within the herd, a
tremor of the plain, a roar, a surging mass—and Wade was riding the flank of a wild stampede.
Before him, behind him, beside him, pressing hard upon his horse, galloped the frenzied steers,
and beyond them a multitude borne on, and bearing him on, by the heave of the galloping herd.

11 Wade was riding for his life. He knew it. His horse knew it. He was riding to turn the herd, too,
back from the rim, as the horse also knew. The cattle were after water—water-mad—ready to go
over the precipice to get it, carrying horse and rider with them. Wade was the only rider between
the herd and the rim. It was black as death. He could see nothing in the sage, could scarcely
discern the pounding, panting shadows at his side. He knew that he was being borne toward the
rim, how fast he could not tell, but he knew by the swish of the brush against his tapaderos? and
the plunging of the horse that the ground was growing stonier, that they were nearing the rocks.

12 To outrun the herd was his only chance for life. If he could come up with the leaders he might not
only escape, but even stand a chance of heading them off upon the plain and saving the herd.
There were cattle still ahead of him; how many, what part of them all, he could not make out in
the dark. But the horse knew. The reins hung on his straight neck, where his rider had dropped
them, as, yelling and firing over the wild herd, he had given this horse the race to win, to lose.

13 They were riding the rim. Close on their left bore down the flank of the herd, and on their right,
under their very feet, was a precipice, so close that they felt its blackness—its three hundred feet
of falll . ..

14 ... Then Wade found himself racing neck and neck with a big white steer, which the horse, with
marvelous instinct, seemed to pick out from a bunch, and to cling to, forcing him gradually ahead,
till, cutting him free from the bunch entirely, he bore him off into the swishing sage.

15 The steers coming on close behind followed their leader, and in, after them, swung others. The
tide was turning from the rim. More and more were veering, and within a short time the whole
herd, bearing off from the cliffs, was pounding over the open plains.

16 Whose race was it? It was Peroxide Jim’s, according to Wade, for not by word or by touch of hand
or knee had the horse been directed in the run. From the flash of the lightning the horse had
taken the bit, had covered an indescribably perilous path at top speed, had outrun the herd and
turned it from the edge of the rim rock, without a false step or a tremor of fear.

From “The Spirit of the Herd” by Dallas Lore Sharp—Public Domain

2tapaderos: leather covers for stirrups
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26.

27.

28.

Which sentence from the excerpt best explains why Wade reserved Peroxide Jim for “emergency
work” (paragraph 1)?

E. “Are there not superior horses as well as superior men—a Peroxide Jim to complement a
Wade?” (paragraph 1)

F. “Before him, behind him, beside him, pressing hard upon his horse, galloped the frenzied
steers, and beyond them a multitude borne on, and bearing him on, by the heave of the
galloping herd.” (paragraph 10)

G. "He knew that he was being borne toward the rim, how fast he could not tell, but he knew by
the swish of the brush against his tapaderos and the plunging of the horse that the ground
was growing stonier, that they were nearing the rocks.” (paragraph 11)

H. “From the flash of the lightning the horse had taken the bit, had covered an indescribably
perilous path at top speed, had outrun the herd and turned it from the edge of the rim rock,
without a false step or a tremor of fear.” (paragraph 16)

Paragraphs 1-2 contribute to the development of the central idea of the excerpt by

A. revealing the respect Wade had for his horse.
B. emphasizing Wade's high expectations of his horse and himself.
C. indicating that Wade and his horse understood the cattle business.

D. demonstrating Wade's ability to gauge a horse’s competence.

How does paragraph 3 convey the effect of the setting on the cattle drive?

E. It shows how the growing darkness created challenges for the riders in getting the herd
to move,

F. It describes how the changing elevation contributed to the dangerousness of the
environment.

G. It describes how the desert created an uncomfortable feeling of isolation for the riders and
the cattle.

H. It shows how the steep terrain made it difficult for the cattle to keep moving forward.
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29. How does paragraph 9 fit into the overall structure of the excerpt?

A. It hints at the change in the setting that caused Wade to suddenly become alert.

B. It creates a false sense of calm that shows how unprepared the men were for what was
about to happen.

C. It introduces the idea that Wade was a skillful leader in unpredictable circumstances.

D. It presents the incident that caused the main conflict Wade and Peroxide Jim addressed.

30. Read this sentence from paragraph 13.

Close on their left bore down the flank of the herd, and on their right, under their
very feet, was a precipice, so close that they felt its blackness—its three hundred
feet of fall!

The phrase “bore down the flank of the herd” conveys that Wade

E. struggled to see the front of the herd.

had to ride quickly to keep up with the herd.

was forced to ride between the edge of the cliff and the herd.
knew that the drop of the cliff would frighten the herd.

T om

31. Read these sentences from the excerpt.

He was riding to turn the herd, too, back from the rim, as the horse also knew.
(paragraph 11)

It was Peroxide Jim’s, according to Wade, for not by word or by touch of hand or
knee had the horse been directed in the run. (paragraph 16)

How do these sentences develop a central idea in the excerpt?

A. They suggest that Wade would have been unable to save the herd without Peroxide Jim.
B. They imply that Wade spent many hours training Peroxide Jim to herd cattle.
C. They show that Peroxide Jim was able to understand a situation and take action.

D. They indicate that Peroxide Jim was unafraid of the dangers presented by the stampede and
the cliff.
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